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down to pieces with their equipment while they were trying to
and. We also have a great system of minefields, recently strongly
•einforced, through which we alone know the channels. If the
*nemy tries to sweep passages through these minefields, it will be
the task of the Navy to destroy the minesweepers and any other
forces employed to protect them. There should be no difficulty
in this, owing to our great superiority at sea.
Those are the regular, well-tested, well-proved arguments on
which we have relied during many years in peace and war. But
the question is whether there are any new methods by which those
solid assurances can be circumvented. Odd as it may seem, some
attention has been given to this by the Admiralty, whose prime
duty and responsibility it is to destroy any large seaborne expe-
dition before it reaches, or at the moment when it reaches these
shores. It would not be a good thing for me to go into details of
this. It might suggest ideas to other people which they have not
thought of, and they would not be likely to give us any of their
ideas in exchange. All I will say is that untiring vigilance and
mind-searching must be devoted to the subject, because the enemy
is crafty and cunning and full of novel treacheries and stratagems.
The House may be assured that the utmost ingenuity is being dis-
played and imagination is being evoked from large numbers of
competent officers, well-trained in tactics and thoroughly up to
date, to measure and counterwork novel possibilities. Untiring
vigilance and untiring searching of the mind is being, and must be,
devoted to the subject, because, remember, the enemy is crafty and
there is no dirty trick he will not do.
Some people will ask why, then, was it that the British Navy
was not able to prevent the movement of a large army from Germany
into Norway across the Skaggerak ? But the conditions in the
Channel and in the North Sea are in no way like those which prevail
in the Skaggerak. In the Skaggerak, because of the distance, we
could give no air support to our surface ships, and consequently,
lying as we did close to the enemy's main air power, we were
compelled to use only our submarines. We could not enforce the
decisive blockade or interruption which is possible from surface
vessels. Our submarines took a heavy toll but could not, by
themselves, prevent the invasion of Norway. In the Channel and
in the North Sea, on the other hand, our superior naval surface
forces, aided by our submarines, will operate with close and effective
air assistance.
This brings me, naturally, to the great question of invasion
from the air, and of the impending struggle between the British
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